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2022 has been a busy year. Coming out of 
COVID prett y well, we were able to pick 
up steam in many important ways. We’d 
like to share some of the highlights of our 
year with you, as we look forward to new 
projects and evolvements in the new year.

SPOTLIGHT ON 
ABANDONMENT
There are no reliable stati sti cs for 
abandonment in South Africa. 
Some ti me back, the accepted 
fi gure was around 3 500 babies 
abandoned every year – 
counti ng only those who 
survived. Recent esti mati ons are 
just as bleak. It’s believed that 
around 10 000 children are 
abandoned in South Africa every 
year (two-thirds don’t survive).
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MANDELA DAY 2022
Mandela Day acti viti es resumed 
this year, with companies and 
individuals spending their 67 
minutes at Impilo, painti ng, 
cleaning, gardening and 
cooking.

VISIT TO DENMARK
Sue, Sandra and Lyn were sponsored to att end the EurAdopt conference in Denmark in 
September, where they were also able to network with all our intercountry partners.

20 YEARS OLD IN 2023
In November, we’ll celebrate our 
20th birthday. Look out for news, 
events and celebrati ons during 
the year around the theme 
BORN TO BE.

BORN TO BE 
In the early hours of a chilly Wednesday 
morning, Zodwa, caregiver, was called to 
the gate to let in Sergeant Mamabolo* 
of SAPS, hurrying in with a ti ny baby 
wrapped in a fl uff y grey blanket. Litt le 
Lebo* was a newborn, found in a bin in a 
nearby sett lement. 
The situati on wasn’t that unusual for 
Zodwa, unfortunately, and she quickly 
sprang into acti on. Lebo needed to 
be urgently fed and warmed up. He 
responded quickly and soon sett led. The 
next day, as soon as she came to work, 
social worker Lungile followed up with the 
police, who confi rmed that the child had,
in fact, been abandoned. Lungile then 
started all the legal processes of securing 
the child’s placement.
This story unfolded 15 years ago. Lebo 
was adopted when he was 13 months old, 
and today, he’s a confi dent young man, 

an excellent soccer player with a bright 
future who has entered an internati onal 
football academy.
When Lebo was abandoned, nobody 
knew what his future would hold. But 
Lebo was BORN TO BE a soccer star! 
* Not their real names

ARCHIVES
We fi nally managed to install two 
bulk storage units, courtesy of a 
wonderful donati on by Macsteel, 
which has enabled us to securely 
archive over 2 000 fi les. 
Recordkeeping is not only 
important, but it’s also mandatory 
(adopti on records must be kept for 
75 years). Among our many fi les are 
those we’re archiving for private 
practi ti oner Zoe Cohen, who sadly 
passed away last year.

Director Sue Krawitz
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AN ADOPTER’S STORY
Exactly four years ago, a newborn baby was 
found abandoned near a soccer fi eld and 
brought to a hospital for intensive care. 
This brave litt le girl clung to life. 
Her parents-to-be had met a bit later in 
life and struggled to have kids of their 
own. One day, they made the decision to 
adopt, sending the fi rst enquiry to start the 
process. 
Many months later, when the big day fi nally 
arrived, her mom was overcome with 
emoti on when the nurse placed the litt le 
princess in her arms for the fi rst ti me. Mom 
was herself adopted, and here was a litt le 
soul without anyone in the world, to love 
and be her baby forever. They sat together 
like that for a long ti me, baby falling asleep, 
warm and secure. 
It felt surprisingly natural, like it was meant 
to be. 
In the years since, this baby has grown 
into a happy, confi dent and loving litt le 
girl, enjoying her school and friends. She 
greets everyone at the shops, and fi lls the 
house with singing and dancing. She has 
even adopted a baby sister with a similar 
background! We know that she will one day 
do big things, so look out, world!

DEDICATED HELPER
Our Volunteer Programme relaunched 
with vigour early in the year, under the 
new leadership of Leora Magidson, a 
longti me friend and supporter of Impilo.

BE A FRIEND
It’s an ongoing struggle to meet 
our fi nancial needs. Please visit our 
website to fi nd out how you can 
become a Friend of Impilo. Even 
R100 a month can make a real 
diff erence. For other donati ons: 

IMPILO CHILD PROTECTION 
& ADOPTION SERVICES
First Nati onal Bank Melrose Arch
Branch Code: 254-405
Current Account No: 62055269891
Swift  Code: FIRNZAJJ

WHERE TO FIND US
Thanks for being part of the Impilo community. Please interact with us on Facebook 
(Impilo Child Protecti on & Adopti on Services), via our website (www.impilo.org.za), 
telephonically (011 640 1343), or via email (pa@impilo.org.za).

HOLIDAYShappy
Wishing you a 
healthy, happy 
& successful 

2023

NUMBERS

2 babies born 
to staff 

members

37 adoptions 
fi nalised:

19 intercountry
12 national 

3 family

350 requests 
received for 
information 
on adoption

87 cases 
opened 

(63 children)

Search for 
Origins requests 

received4
35 New Mom 

Packs 
distributed to 

birthmothers in need

PICNIC IN THE PARK
Teambuilding is ongoing at Impilo. On 27 
May, our team enjoyed a day of fun at 
James & Ethel Gray Park in Melrose.
Fun, fun, fun!

19 facilities in 
our safe bed 

network

MEETING THE PRES 

Our social work supervisor, 
Chimwemwe, met Cyril Ramaphosa and 
other dignitaries at a glitzy functi on for 
stakeholders in Sebokeng.


