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As we refl ect at year-end, we’d like to share with you some of the highlights 
that enabled us to get through another diffi cult, but successful year.

ALL IS WELL
Despite the ongoing challenges of COVID – varying levels of lockdown and 
adjusti ng our ways of working – we’ve coped very well this year. Our children 
have kept well, and although some of our staff  have lost relati ves and friends, and 
some of our board members have had COVID, we’ve been fortunate to limit our 
staff  infecti ons to only two – and thankfully they are both fully recovered. All of 
our staff  are now (proudly) fully vaccinated.

FIND US ONLINE
Visit our updated website at www.impilo.org.za. Our aim is to boost our online 
presence, and we’ve now included a donati ons portal and debit order system. 
We’ve received great feedback on the look and feel, and the wealth 
of informati on available. Let us know what you think. Our new social 
media specialist is very acti ve on Facebook, which conti nues to be 
a platf orm of choice for interacti ng with Impilo, parti cularly by birth 
mothers. Please interact with us, to increase our exposure.

STATING FACTS
Our operati ons director, Sue Krawitz, 
has been in great demand as a specialist 
interviewee on a number of radio shows. 
Topics have varied from informati on 
on Impilo itself to child abandonment 
in lockdown, adopti on processes and 
procedures, and the eff ects of COVID on 
adopti on in South Africa. We’ve also received 
support from Caxtons, which has printed an 
ad for us in the local rags.

A BLESSING FOR 
NEW MOMS
Our New Moms Packs project – 
assembling and distributi ng packs 
containing essenti al items for new 
mothers in hospital without means of 
looking aft er their babies and themselves 
– really ramped up this year. 
It caught the imaginati on specifi cally of 
Mix FM 93.8 and its listeners, who took up 
the challenge with great energy, delivering 
over 150 packs they call Baby Blessings 
Boxes. The packs have been received 
with much grati tude by mothers in our 
network of hospitals, and the project 
is making a signifi cant diff erence in the 
communiti es we serve. Our partnership 
with Mix FM conti nued over Mandela Day, 
when we joined their outside broadcast in 
Sunninghill in August. 
Thank you, Mix FM!
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OUR SPECIAL VOLUNTEERS
Our Volunteer Programme, suspended for most of the 
lockdown period, has resumed, and will be relaunched 
offi  cially in January. Thank you to our volunteers for 
your ongoing commitment. You bring joy and energy to 
our space.

TAKING TO THE ROAD
Aft er many years of dedicated service, our trusty 
Condor had to be reti red in August. Thankfully, we 
managed to fi nd a lovely litt le runaround from Suzuki 
Bramley, which is proving a great additi on to our fl eet.

FRIENDS OF IMPILO
We’ve recently launced our Friends 
of Impilo annuity campaign. Please 
visit our website to fi nd out how you 
can become a Friend of Impilo. R100 a 
month can make a real diff erence. And 
talk to your friends and family about 
becoming a Friend of Impilo too. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Keeping afl oat is an ongoing batt le. Please remember the 
vulnerable and abandoned children who don’t have a family, 
and rely on us to care from them. It’s our mission to give each 
of these children hope for a loving family of their own. 
Please donate:
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THE STORY OF LITTLE THANDO
Litt le baby boy Thando* was born on a cold night in 

July. In the early misty morning, his mother left  him on 
a garbage dump out the outskirts of a Joburg informal 

sett lement. A waste picker, Lebo*, found Thando 
wrapped in a plasti c bag, and thought he wasn’t 

alive. But when he picked up the bag and held the 
baby, Thando started to whimper. Lebo immediately 

contacted the police and Thando was rushed to 
hospital. Thando is now in a safe environment in our 

Mpepu temporary safe care project. His social 
worker, Rumbie, is working hard to fi nd him a 
forever family. Unfortunately, this story is not 

unique. We deal with these tragedies all the 
ti me. Please help us to help children 

like Thando.  (* names changed)

With best wishes for the 
holiday season, and a healthy 

and successful new year. 
Thank you for being part 
of the Impilo community.
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